
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



216 Civil and Ecclesiastical Affairs in Pennsylvania in 1698. 



CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL APFAIES IN PENN- 
SYLVANIA IN 1698. 

[Through the courtesy of the Kev. Eoswell Eandall Hoes, U.S.N., we 
are enabled to publish the following interesting papers relating to the 
early history of Pennsylvania, to be found in the archives of the ven- 
erable " Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts," 
London. It is an exact copy, the work of the transcriber extending 
even to a faithful reproduction of the punctuation marks. — Ed. Penna. 
Mag.] 

Philadelphia 9 Ur 20. 1698 
Sr. 

I now give yo' Excy a true Account of this Country of 
Pensylvania relating to y* Government since my Arrival in 
as posseble. 

In y e Year 169f 1 came hither from Jamaica I not having 
my health there, transported myself & estate here in hopes 
to find y 8 same wholesom laws here as in other of his Maty's 
plantacons; and a quiet moderate people: but found quite 
contrary ; found y m in wrangles among y m selves, and im- 
prisoning one another for Religion. I was in hopes by that 
they would in time make such a discovery of their hypoc- 
recy and be a shamed, so as to return home to their Mother 
the Church of England. I finding none setled here, nor so 
much as any law for one here being a consederable number 
of y" Church of England and finding y e prejudice y" Quakers 
had ag* it we agreed to peticon our Sacred Majesty, y* we 
might have y* free exercise of our Religion and Arms for 
our Defense, we having an account of an Attempt designed 
on this place by y e French by Col Hambleton, who had an 
Account by a French privateer. The Quaker Magistrate 
no sooner heard of it, but sent for me, y e person y* writ it by 
a Constable to their Sessions. They told me they heard I 
with some others was peticoning. I told y m we were peti- 
tioning his Maty y* we might have a Minister of y e Church 
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of England for y* Exercise of o' Religion, and to make use 
of our Arms as a Militia to defend our Estates from Enimys. 
Edward Shippen one of y" Quaker Judges turning to y° 
other of Ms Fellows sayd ; Now they have discovered y m 
selves ; they are a bringing y° and y* sword amongst 

us : but God forbid ; we will prevent y m , and ordered y° 
Kings Atturney a Quaker to read a Law y* they had made 
ags* any person y* shall conte or speak ags* their Govern- 
ment. I told y m I hoped they would not hinder us of y e 
right of petitioning. They then took one Griffith Jones an 
Atturney at Law on suspition for writing it, into custody & 
bound him over from sessions to sessions, and threatned all 
y* dare it by a law they have made ags* y* right of a Sub- 
ject. To relate their partiality in their Courts as often as 
they sit, were too tedious ; so violent they are ags* all y* are 
not quakers even to death ; their Judges Jurys, nor Evidence 
being never sworn ; One was heard to say he would sooner 
take a Negro y* is a heathen's "Word before a Church of 
England man's Oath ; their Malise towards us is such. 

I happening to talk with one of their Magistrates concern- 
ing y e danger we were in, if y* privateers knew what a people 
we were as defenceless : He said y* they had an Account of 
all privateers which were ordered to these parts from Prance 
first went to K. James for orders, who gave them a partic- 
ular charge not to meddle with this place, to show y" ex- 
traordinary kindness he has for y m . They indeed are all 
Jacobites. 

"We hearing y* dreadfull account of v* bloody Conspiracy 
ags* his Maty's royal person by Assassinators, "We of y e 
Church of Engld formed an Address to congratulate his 
Matys great deliverance by y hand of Allmighty God. I 
carryed it to Govern' Markham for his Approbacon : who 
seemingly liked of it, and signed it I y" with y* Assistance 
of others got it signed by many : and after some consulta- 
tion (as I suppose) of y* Quakers who shewed their dislike, 
and y* it was like to go home & y* y e King would j" see 
what a Number of y e Church of Engld were here, "We called 
for it pretending to see it, and kept it & would not part with 
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it, so y* we were hindered in expressing our duty as we 
ought. Govern' Markham (as I suppose) to gain a proselyte 
to M r . Pen & his Interest, made me a justice of y* peace 
one of his and M r . Pen's Magistrates, not y" Kings, by his 
obstrucing me in my duty to y e King as a Magistrate and a 
good Subject in apprehending y* pirats, My Narrative of 
which I have herewith inclosed, it being a Copy, y e 
Original is sent home from New York by M r Randolph; 
and attested by me when there to y° right Hon M % y° Lords 
Com 8 " of y e plantaeons & Admiralty and others with the 
Account of y" seizing and smothering of [?] Askialonds 
Vessel, for y° tryal of which M r Markham would have 
made me Judge of y e Admiralty if I would, on y e slender 
power he had. He has written to Col Heathcot y* I in- 
formed at home against him about it : which letters I doubt 
not will be a Sufficient Evidence ag' him there ; which I sup- 
pose yo' Excellency has had an Account of. S r y e Quakers are 
so bold to say, one of their Magistrates in my hearing, y* 
they did not fear anything could doe anything ags* Penn's 
Interest in this Government; no man more intimate with 
the King y" M r Penn, and yet he was often in private with 
y e King in his Closet, and hardly did anything without his 
advice. So they [?] y m selves under security and y* they 
may doe what they please, they having such an Agent at 
home, as long y e Governm* is in y e hands of Quakers and 
M r Penn, as they say, such Interest, we y* are his Maty's 
Subjects, (which they are not nor never will be) we had 
better live in Turky, there is good Morality among y m , 
there is none here : they make so little of God, and y e King, 
y* to their dishonour & our grief are loth hear & see y m ; 
God through his Ministers, they having been heard to say, 
Since we have had y° blessing of so good a Divine as y" 
"Worthy M r Clayton, y* he is y e Minister of y" Doctrine of 
Devils, and his Maty's Commission with y° seal to it held up 
in open Court, in a ridiculous manner, Shewing it to the 
people & laughing at it ; saying here is a baby in a Tin box. 
"We are not to be frighted with babes, and others have said, 
The King has nothing more to doe here than to receive a 
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Beares Skin or two yearly : an d his & y" parliaments laws, reach 
no further y n England. Water and y* Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed : and such like Expressions which can all be proved 
by sufficient "Witnesses. Tell them in their Corts, y* in mat- 
ters ags' us they go ag' law, they will answer on y" Bench 
they will strayn or stretch a point of Law, with many other 
Expressions & transactions too tedious here to set down. 
They are Establishing of a "Free School for y° groth of 
Quakerism, and Apostacy which I pray God in his due time 
he may direct, and y* we may live to enjoy y e Libertys of 
Subjects of England, and not to be govern'd by dissenters 
and Apostates, y* absolutely deny y" Bible to be y° holy 
"Writ, & Baptism & y e Lord's Supper ; is y e prayers of yo r 
Excy's most humble most obedient Servant to command. 
Robert? S . . . . Su . . . praying yo' Excy to pardon y" 
troble of this long scrole. 

(Letter enclosed in the above.) 

Philadelphia 9. 29. 98. 
May it please to' Excellency 

Since my last to You, I have reed an Answer of my letter 
to y° Lloydians cast in the same mold with y 8 former, only 
much longer & subscribed only be y* same person. I had 
allmost finisht my reply when I [sic] an Inhibition from my 
Bretheren which stopt me ; to which I have sent an answ'. 
I shall take care to obey y m as far as I can. upon y" accts 
they speak of. I allso ree'd yo' kind Letters together with 
those papers which signify yo' bounty & charity, which shall 
be taken care of, & disposed of, I hope to y" Satisfaction 
of yo' Excellencey & y" end you design in y m viz. y° glory 
of God and y" benefit of men. 

I have received allso an Answer from y° Keetheians a Copy 
of which I have sent you : They had lately a great meeting 
in Town, y* night before which, I was sent for to 9 or 10 of 
y° heads of y m . went and debated matters for about 3 or 4 
hours, and (by y 6 blessing of God) to great satisfaction of 
both sides, so y* one of y m told me, they must employ me 
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to baptize their Children and others and I hopt y e next days 
consultation would make almost a genial union. But it 
happened y* y" next day some of y° preachers y* were not 
with us y 6 night before seeing things go on so fast y* they 
were like to lose y e darling of their ambition their preacher- 
ship urged 1" Cor : 14. 29, 30, 81, & commented in favour 
of y m selves : but were opposed by some considerable ; — y* 
those prophets there spoken of, were persons lawfully called 
to y e Ministry by Imposition of hands. Yet this prevailing 
upon some of y m has put a stop for a while. But I with 
some Assistants of their own party am bringing y e cause 
about again, & as I am told with good success too. (God 
prosper it.) I have often talked with the presbyterian min- 
ister, and find him such as I could wish. They tell me y* 
have heard him, y 4 he makes a great noise, but this did not 
amaze me considering y e bulk & emptiness of y 6 thing but 
he is so far from growing upon us that he threatens to go 
home in y° Spring, & could this be a quiet place for him, yet 
he ought to doe this according to y e laudable custom of 
Hugh Peters to bring y m to a better Subscription. But I'll 
take care to prevent y e first and leave y e last to y e self-interest 
of y e people. I told him upon a meeting between B r Arrow- 
smith, he, & I, if his Congregacon increast, he must expect 
it from me : but so long as I saw myself in no danger, I 
should look after y e business all ready upon my hands. This 
Advantage he has got on me, Madam Markham & her 
Daughter because I can not be so servile as to stoop to their 
haughty humors, frequently leave my Church and counte- 
nance their meeting : which tho' it does not y m much good, 
yet shews neither good breeding reason, nor religion. I am 
pretty patient under it, until I can see a fair opportunity to 
vent my resentments but y 11 they may be sure to have it in 
so plain a dress y* they shall know w* I mean, and why I 
doe it. I could have wished y* B r Arrowsmith had had a 
little more spirit before I came ; but however I have too 
much to doe, as he did, (as I am told and y" s y e root of 
these evils, of which I suffer a great part as far as they can 
inflict y m , so y* not y" Will but y e power of doing me more 
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harm (I almost think) is wanting. The other Presbyterian 
gos from Newcastle in y e Spring too as I am told. The 
Anabaptist has not Answred me. He and y e Presbyterian 
(I am told) preach both in one meeting, y 8 one in y e morning 
and y" other in y e afternoon, which I upbraided y" Presby- 
terian with all as being a direct cherishing aschism ags' him- 
self as well as me ; & would fain have set him to work ags' 
him, but could not spur him to it. 

This with my humble thanks for this last charitable 
(amongst many former) is what at present offers from 

Yo' Excellcys 
most obliged humble & faithful Servant 

Tho. Clayton. 

I have sent an Answer to my Bretherens letter if yo' 
Excy think fit it should be conveyed to y m I beg it, but as 
yo' Excy shall order shall satisfactorily acquiesse. 

D r Brays Exposition of y e Baptismal Covenant y e 30 books 
y e were sent here, are yet in my hands, & I can not get in- 
formation how you ordered their disposal. If by y" next 
return yo' Excellency will advise me, your will shall be per- 
formed. 



